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r has 1 ever ebe table, that the bit- 
tereſt Enemies to Religion are Renegades 
and Apoſtates 3 who, having bewilder'd 
themſelves in a Maze of Error and Diſ. 

quiet, envy thoſe who enjoy their Faith in Sted- 
faſtneſs: and uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to di- 
ſturb that Tranquillity they cannot bear to ſee in 
others, yet want themſelves. Prompted by this, 
and other baſe Motives, a Renegade and Apo- 
ſtate Prieſt has publickly affronted the whole 


_ Chriſtian World in Four Diſcourſes on the Mi- 
xacles of our Saviour. The Author's Deſign (as 
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nemies to. him, becauſe Chrifians. Prejudiced 


(9) 
I takes it) is the total Subverſion of Chriſtianity; 
for it is not this or that Worſhip he oppoſes, 


Churchmen, - Diſſenters, Papiſts, all are alike E. 


2 moſt Bleſſed Saviour, be pours forth 
d to the Laws. of 


alt 45 2 MM... « 


* * * 


7 Fee weer and ER ; fond of his SE of 


become che Devil's Mareyr'? ? 


W Yor a fear) but too many who T5 ey 
disbelieve the Divinity of our Bleſſed Lord; and 
many Treatiſes have been publiſhed..to ſpread 


the infetious Doctrine: But ſuch an open At- 


tack, ſuch an Inſult upon his Perſon, not only 


as Gop, but Man, was never made! That Ho- 


lineſs of Life, which even his bittereſt Enemies 
erer admired, is by this Wretch denied; and 
He who (if he had not been Gop incarnate) 


muſe have been eſteem'd the beſt of Men, is re- 


preſented by this Scoffer as a Cheat, a Quack, 
an Artiſt in Legerdemain, a Drunkard and De- 
bauchee, 


Itremnble at the Repetition of his Blaſphemics! 
Can we call ourſelves Chriſtians, Members of a 
Community living under the Light of the Go- 
FED 85 ipel, el 


(3) 


ſpel, Shall we have Churches to the Honour of 
God, and yet ſuffer that Gov to be blaſphe- 
med? Shall we partake of the Bleſſings of Sal- 
vation, and yet ſuffer our Saviour to be made 
a Jeſt of ? And by whom, by Jews, Turks, or 
avow d Infidels? No, tho* they want Grace to 
believe, they have more Manners than to fly in 


the Face of a Government that protects them. 


Who then is this Antagoniſt, this Enemy of 
the Holy Feſus and his Religion? even an 
Apoſtate Diſciple, a falſe Brother, who has 


thrown off all Fear, Shame and Reaſon ; and 


impudently inſults the wholeNation, by affront- 
ing the Gop we worſhip. 


4 2 08 Deus vult perdere prius dementat. It is 
do be feared, this Man forſaken by Gov, and 


given up to the Wickedneſs of his own Heart, 
has run himſelf into a State of Deſpair and Mad- 


neſs; but tho' Madmen claim our Pity, they 
' likewiſe demand our Care: And we become ac- 


| ceflary to all the Miſchief done by them, which 
a timely Reſtraint might have prevented. 


Tux Caſe before us is of this Nature, and 
the Perſon in Queſtion one poſſeſſed with a 
moſt dangerous Delirium; an inveterate Spirit 
of Hatred to all reveal'd Religion, an Obſtina- 


cy that defies all Reaſon and Conviction, and 
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the thoſ# E refadiend Blindneſs BEEP Ave ol 
the _ 1 we * 


Tuts Sa inoſt miſchievous Madneſs. Had 
he been content to centre in himſelf his own 
-wicked Principles, he would only call for our 
Prayers and Pity ;; but his Aim is to make Fro- 
ſelytes, and to ſet himſelf at the Head of the 
Devil's Forces; to declare War againſt Gob 
and his Country, by promulgating his Doctrines, 
and N his E Libels. | | 


Su LL this be e ſuffer'd, ſhall out 
Ears be pierced with his Profaneneſs, ſhall our 
Eyes be daily Witneſſes of his Blaſphemies, and 
Iꝛall we not call for the Puniſhment of a Wretch 

who publickly diſperſes and vends his Tenets, ſo 
ſhocking to all who have the leaſt Claim to the 
Name of Chriſtians ? 


3 treat him with the more Charity upon the 
Suppoſition he is mad; for if he is cool, and in 
his Senſes, what a Monſter muſt he be 


„„ Tann are different Kinds of Madneſs, 
ſome raving and rambling, others ſerious, ſul- 
len, and arguing; which I take to be this Crea- 
ture's Caſe: He muſt be mad, his Actions and 
Writings declare it, forwho but a Madman can 


think c or write as he does? 
Oucur 
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689, 


Ovenr OP not thicrofore to be put under 
* Reftraing and kept from Pen, Ink and Paper, 
out of Harm's Way; as well for his own 


Soul's Sake, as for the Sake of thoſe his Doct- 


rines may deſtroy? The Printers muſt likewiſe 
be mad or worſe; for none but Madmen or De- 
vils would print ſuch Blaſphemics: And tho? I 


would in charity, aſſign him only a Room in 


Bedlam, 1 in Juſtiedthey a to be ſent to {Vewwe 
gate. _ | 


Taz Liberty of the Preſs (thus abuſed) 1; 


of molt dangerous Conſequence, and calls 5 


for Regulation: If Madmen write, and Villams 


print what they pleaſe, what may we not expect? 


Ought there not, for the Sake of the Publick 
Quiet and civil Society, to be ſome Reſtraint? 


What Chriſtian can wich Patience hear his Saviour 


traduc'd, his Miracles ridicul'd? Can there 


be any ſo lukewarm, to hear, to read ſuch 
Things without Reſentment? No ſurely ; it is 
a pious Reſentment, which every one, who be- 


lieves 7eſas his Saviour, mult neceſſarily feel. 


.Tnis Man (if he has any Reaſon) would ar- 
raign the Enthuſiaſt, wao ſhould go about the 


e railing at our K ing, and Gdncing] his Sub. 
jects from their Obedichce 1 ; nor would he pity 
ſuch a one, were he toned by the Mob. or by 


B | 12 102 


= 
: 
, 
f 


d 3 8850 pri Were ad 


RN = 


- 


| he been coment to centre in himſelf his own 
wicked 
: Prayers and Pity z but his Aim is to make Pro- 
ſelytes, and to ſet himfelf at the Head of the 
Devil's Forces; to declare War againſt Gob 
and his Country, by promulgating his Dottrines, 
and "PINE = E Libels. Fat 


$4 80 this be ach: faffer'd, ſhall out 
Ears be pierced with his Profaneneſs, ſhall out 


Eyes be daily Witneſſes of his Blaſphemies, and 
thall we not call for the Puniſhment of a Wretch 


who publickly diſperſes and vends his Tenets, ſo 


r 


N ame of 2 P.- 


1 1 n the 
Suppoſition he is mad; for if he is cool, and in 
5 hi; * what a Monſter mult he be! 


TuarRz are different Kinds of Madneſs, 
ſome raving and rambling, others ſerious, ſul- 
len, and arguing; which I take to be this Crea- 
ture's Caſe: He muſt be mad, his Actions and 
Writings declare it, for who but a Madman can 


think or write as he does? 
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' he -would only call for our 
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D aur . not LIES to be put under 


© Reſtrainc, and kept from Pen, Ink and Paper, 


out of Harm's Way; as well for his own. 
Soul's Sake, as for the Sake of thoſe his Doct- 
rines may deſtroy? The Printers muſt likewiſe 
be mad or worſeʒ for none but Madmen or 1 
vils would print ſuch Blaſphemics: And tho? 1 


would in charity, aſſign him only a Room in 
t in Jute ought t to be ſent to Ner- 


wy 


Tax E 3 5 of the Preſs (thus abuſed) 13 
of molt dangerous Conſequence, and calls aloud 


for Regulation: If Madmen write, and Villains 


print what they pleaſe, what may we not expect? 


Ought there not, for the Sake of the Publick 


Quiet and civil Society, to be ſome Reſtraint? 
What Chriſtian can with Patience hear his Saviour 


traducd, his Miracles ridicul'd? Can there 
be any fo lykewarm, to hear, to read ſuch. 
Things without Reſentment? No ſurely ; it is 
a 4 pious Reſentment, which every one, who be- 


lieves 7eſus his Saviour, mult neceſſarily feel, 


Tuts Man (if he has any Reaſon) would ar- 
raign the Enthuſiaſt, who ſhould go about the 


Streets railing at our K ing, and ſedncing his Sub- 
Jects from the! eir Obedience; nor would he pity 
ſuch a one, were he ſtoned by the Mob. or by 
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Juſtice ſent to 75 whurn for his F olly. Is he then 


(6) 


leſs culpable who denies the Miſſion of Chriſt, 


the King of Kings, and not only ſpeaks, but 
writes, and ſpreads abroad Libels and Invectives 


againſt him? 


Wuar tho? his obdurate Heart is impenetra- 
ble to Revelation, tho? he in Thought diſclaims 
a Saviour? need he be fo unmannerly, nay, ſo 
impudent, as to affront a whole Nation, and ar- 
raign the general Belief? He would be counted 


a very ſhameleſs Fellow, who ſhould go into a 
Man's Houſe, and ask him how he came to 
chuſe ſo ugly a Wife, or beget ſuch homely 
Children? Does he inſult me leſs who calls 

me Fool in my Religion, and laughs at my wor- 
ſhippingOne, whom che ſays) was an Impoſtor and 


Deceiver: How much worſe that Man, who 
calls the whole Chriſtian Prieſthood Knaves, and 


the Laity Fools? How mean an Opinion muſt 


he have of Mankind in general? how vain a one 
of himſelf! 


Tu x publick Quiet is intereſted in this Affair; 


we are already over- run with Impiety andWick- 
edneſs, under all the Reſtraints of the pureſt of 


Religions; but when the Vulgar (for whoſe Un- 
derſtandings this Man's Libels are calculated) 
ſhall be taught by him to believe, that the Au- 


thor of thoſe i which condemn Mur-- 


der, 


43 


td ear ao... HO 


(7) 


der, Theft and Adultery, was but a Subject of 
Ridicule, what a Torrent of Vice will break in 
upon us? It Will then be too late for the Magi- 
ſtrate to uſe his coercive Power, and he himſelf 


muſt periſh in the __ ba 


Ir Juſtice lleeps, or admits an i Inftingement 
bf the Laws of Publick Decency unpuniſhed, 


dur Women may be raviſhed in the Streets, our 


Churches defiled, our Houſes plundered ; and I 


think nothing ſo much requires the Animadver- 


ſion of Governors, 4s Artempts made upon Re- 
ligion. 


i 1 queſtion not but there will be a due Care taken 


- = of ours, that the faral Influence of this Wr etch's 
7 wicked Pamphlets may be prevented: He has 


attack*d Chriſt in a Manner new and peculiar to 
himſelf, for even the Jews have always bore Te- 
ſtimony to his doing of Miracles, though they 


have been forced to drain their Inventions, to 


account for the Power he had of doing them. 


But the Church of Cbrift is founded on a Rock, 


which all the Devils in Hell can never ſhake, 
nor have all the Hereticks, who have hitherto 
with the utmoſt Sophiſtry laboured to overturn 


our Belief, made one Advance. Truth has ſtill 


prevailed, and Chriſtianity been triumphant. 


Our Holy Religion needs no other Defence than 
has already been made by the Fathers, and other 


5 a learned 
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lam and good Men. I he, who boaſts ſuch 


an Acquantance with them, would but read 


(8) 


chem unprejudiced, and without Deſign to tor- 


ture and wreſt ſome Scraps of them to his own | 


vile Purpoſe, he muſt be convinced. This is 
but the Rally of a ſingle Fugitive againft a re- 


gular an. triumphant Army; a mere Piece of 
Madneſs and Enthuſiaſm. This Fellow neither 


has or can bring any Objection to Chriſtianity, 
which has not already been amply refuted, ex- 
cept indeed his denying thoſe Facts which all 


have \alſowed to have happened, and which the 


Pagan Oppoſers of Chriſtianity would have to 
agick, and the Jews, by Virtue of 
the High-Prieſt's 


be done by 
eaſt-Plate, which they falſly 
and malictouſ] our Saviour took out of the 
Temple. 
Wit than himſelf, have exhauſted their Inven- 
tions, to find Arguments againſt our Religion; 
but whereas they make ſome; Shew of Reaſon- 


ing (tho' falſly) his Objections are Nothing but 
quibling and impudent Negatives; and as his 
Predeceſſors talked with ſome Modeſty, this 
Man throws off all Reſtramt, and ſhews his 
Converſation by his Writing, by his Works: 


Ye ſhall know him, for his Style is mean and 
lov, his Expreſſions inſolent, groſs, and un- 


mannerly : He ſhews the ſelf-ſufficient Pedant, 
but wins of che Scholar or Gentleman; and 
is ſo far from Invention, his Writings abound 


not 


ten as wicked, and of much more 
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not with Satyr and Wit, but Oy and ill 
ä 


| Ir to fi juſt the contraty of Things be a 


Confutation, then vice verſa is Demonſtration, 
He is full of Contradiction without Proofs, and 
expects to be believed upon his own vain Ipfe 


dixit: He every where artfully begs the Queſti- 
on, and his Quotations are nothing but Scraps 


of Sentences taken from the Fathers, (diveſted 


of their true Meaning) without the antecedent 


or ſubſequent Matter, to make up the Senſe. 


In ſhort, he does as Peter in the Tale of a Tub 


by the Will; now it is fofidem verbis, anon to- 
'* tidem fyllabis, and at length (if ſo humoured) 
no doubt will proceed to totidem literis, or any 
4 Evaſion, be it never ſo mean, to maintain his il 
3 9 Hypotheſi Sap 


Tu is is your Idol, O ye Atheiſts, Deiſts and 


| Sceptics! and Truth to ſay, you have made a 
Choice worthy yourſelves! For had ye traced 


the World round, ye could not have found one 


ſo fit to carry on your Cauſe. He ſticks at no 
dirty Work; but being ſpewed out of the Church, 


and juſtly diſdained by the Clergy, deſperately 
provokes the Anger of Gop and Man, and 


ſeems deſirous to ſuffer for Wickedneſs Sake. 
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Tuts Creature was once a ſtrenuous Defen- 


der of the Cauſe of Chriſt; he wrote, talk d, 


and preach'd for it, but being diſappointed and 
diſcovered in ſome of his ſordid Views, his 
Superiours poſtponing him in Preferments to 


others more deſerving, he in Rage apoſtatiz d. 
This was the Occaſion of his Revolt, this the 


Nurſe of his new trumpt up Principles. Re- 


venge, Ambition, and Avarice are the Springs 
of all Hereſies, and Motives of all Apoſtacies; 


ſuch were the Incentives to the Judaſes, the Si- 
mons, and Julians of old; ſuch the Inſtiga- 


tions of our modern Apoſtate ; theſe provoke 


him to ſtray from the Flock of Chriſt, and be- 
come the Devil's Belweather, chuſing rather to 


merit the foremoſt Rank in Hell, than be 
ſecond in the Kingdom of Heaven, and to ſay 


with the Poet, Fleftere i nequeo Superos Ache- 
ronta moveba. 


On! cutſed Spirit of Revenge, deteſtable 
Reſentment; which could not brook juſt and 


friendly Rebukes from his Superiors, but rather 


than be controuled, chuſes to diſclaim his Ho- 
ly F unction, to apoſtatize from a pure Religi- 
on, and make himſelf the Buffoon of a Rabble 
of Atheiſts, Deiſts and Sceptics, bidding De- 


fiance to Heaven, and mocking at the Power 
e of 


( 11 ) 
of his Creator. This was, this is, this muſt be 
che Motive; and 1 defy him to produce any o- 
cher that prompted him to this Revolt, but Re- 
venge — with Ambition and Avarice. 


Reve wo k to his Syperiors, wide he takes 


all Occaſions to affront ; hoping to eſcape un- 


der the Umbrage of the Toleration-A& (which 
well intended Law he has moſt groſly abuſed) 
ambitious of ſeeing himſelf at the Head of a Par- 
ty of Libertines, thinking he may one Time or 
other, by their Aſſiſtance, grow formidable e- 
nough to become miſchievous, and ſet himſelf 
above all his Gainſayers ; for he is extremely 

fond of fancying himſelf infallible, and with 


a a moſt ſurprizing ſelf-Sufficiency, ſcorns and 


deſpiſes all Superiors, and admits no Equal or 


Competitor, 


So avaricious, that "tis a Doubt, whether 


Covetouſneſs or Malice be moſt predominant in 


him; and herein he ſhews the Meanneſs, as 
well as Wickedneſs of his Soul; plainly demon- 


ſtrating, beyond Contradiction, his principal 


View is to getMoney,noMatter how diſhoneſtly. 
"Tars is inconteſtable, in that he writes, not 
for the Cauſe, but for the Pence. Others have 
wrote with the ſame Tendency to Impiety, but 

with 


| 4 10 2) 
wich no mercenary Views. This Man writes mere 
ly for Money, as appears by his Manner of pub- 
liſhing: He does not give the Copy to a Book- 
ſeller, and generouſly (as well as modeſtly) with- 


draw his Claim, or conceal his Name, to ſhew ' 


he writes for the Advancement of the Truth, 
not for Bread. No, our Author is Undertaker 
General, Publiſher and Stationer himſelf: We 
are directed to buy his Quack Tenets at his 
Houſe, a little below the Star in Adermanbury: 
This is ſomething ſo mean, ſo venal, fo below 
the Dignity of an Author, as ſhews the Baſe- 


neſs of his Nature, and Sordidneſs of his Views : 


Nay, he is not only Publiſher, but Hawker 
likewiſe, I myſelf having ſeen him run fram 
Bookſeller to Bookſeller, loaded with his Traſh, 
and hawking it up and down the Town. 


He muſt ſurely find ſome Sweets in this 


Trade of Scribling, and more Purchaſers of 
his Novelties than (I believe) Admirers of them, 
Already have we had Twelve Treatiſes from 
him, and are threatened with innumerable o- 
 thers; for depend upon it, he will find Libels, 


as long as Fools will find Pence. For why, 


he has made it appear *tis his Trade: And 


yet if we examine his Books, we find they might 


be much contracted and reduced, his Repetiti- 
ons and Tautologies are inſufferable, and alone 
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11 
are enough to convince us, he ſtrives not how 
well, but how winds to write, 


Tuts Itch af. * Money, and at the ſame 
Time indulging his Malice, were the Motives of 


his ſurprizing Revolt. He was of Years of 
Diſcretion, and doubtleſs knew what he did, when 


he took Orders; and entered upon that ſacred 
Function he now ſo ſcandalizes, both by his 
Life, and Writings. If theſe Opinions lay 


2 latent in his Breaſt, at the Time of his Ordina- 


tion, he was a Villain, a Traytor to conceal 


them, and preach what he disbeliev'd : If 


they are ſprung up ſince (as undoubtedly they 
are) they aroſe from Paſſion and Envy; and 


E that alone muſt tell him they are wrong, if he 


ever reflects, ſince *tis impoſſible to judge right- 
ly of Things, at the ſame Time we are hurried 


away by our Paſſions, 5 


Bur he is ſo perverſe an Apoſtate, chat tho? 
(I take it) he is ſenſible of the Fallacy of his un- 
accountableDoctrines, he has the Aſſurance to 
keep his Hold, and is determined never to be 
beat out of it; and, tho? a Traytor to his Ma- 
ker and Redeemer, is reſolved to prove him- 


ſelf the Devil's moſt true and faithful Ser- 
vant. 
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His Impudence which was always remarkable, 
| occaſioned that Cenſure, to revenge which he 
made publick his Apoſtacies; ſince which the 
Publick Prints have been ſtuff*d with his inſo- 7 
lent and oſtentatious Advertiſements, in which 
the Clergy are openly affronted, our Holy Re- 
ligion abuſed, and its moſt facred Myſteries 4 
turned into Ridicule, : 


As inſolent and Ironical Dedications, fo much 

admired by Atheiſts, Sc. are low, unmannerly 

Sneers on reverend and learned Men, the Or- 
naments and Defence of the Church, and conſe- 1 
. gquently his Enemies: He piques himſelf upon 
being unanſwerable, becauſe thoſe great Men 4 

will not diſhonour themſelves ſo far, as to write 
againſt fo vile a Creature, debaſing their own 4 
Dignity, and advancing him into the Rank of 
Polemical Authors: But they know better how 

to preſerve their Dignity. If a Gentleman 

. contends with a Beggar, he is ſure of getting 
Nothing but Rags and Lice, and being pointed 

at by the Boys, crying, that's the Gentleman who © 

— Fought the Beggar: A Man of Senſe chuſes , 
rather to ſuffer the ſawcy Wit of Coachmen, } 
Carmen, Watermen, Porters, and ſuch vulgar | ? 
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Sort of Fellows, than to turn back, and box | 
iim in the ers. This Caſe is parallel to 
this 
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= this F ellow, and the right raverend-Prelates he 
ſa vainly and impudently challenges, who re- 


carding him as a Madman, or worthleſs Repro- 


: bate, deſpiſe. him, and ſcorn to contaminate 


| their Fingers with ſo foul a Creature, as con- 


Nee in his Parts as Perſon, and as ill prin- 


cipled as he is ill looking. 


A Friend of mine, who has ſtudied Phyſiog- 


nomy, read once a ſevere Lecture on his Face; 
and if a Man's outward Form indicates any ching 
of his inward Diſpoſition, his denotes a Pro- 
> penſity to all Manner of Evil. A great Philo- 


_ lays, the Face is the Index of the Mind; 
qi ſo, what a black. Soul muſt this Man have, 
to correſpond with his Countenance? As is his 
Haar, ſo is his Face, perfectly antichriſtian; 


er his Countenance one would imagine he was 


begot by a Tartar or Samoeid; there is Nothing 


of the Engliſhman, the Chriſtian, or Man of 


| Honour to be read in it, all is gloomy and ill 
| boding, not a Line or Muſcle but denot:s En- 
* and i 15 inhuman and een, 


Lis his laſt, the moſt inſolent of is 13 


he thinks to evade Puniſhment, for one of the 


moſt virulent Parts of it, by ſuppoſing a Fewih 


Rabbi, and making him the Author of his 3 il- 


lainous Prodadtions : but the Artifice is too 
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chin to do him any Service; he proves himſelf 


the Rabbi, and every Line in it ſmells of Wool = 1 
ſton, and the Gin-Shop, for the Language is e 
loweſt and groſſeſt I ever read. I defy him to 


ſhew, that ever any Rabbi or Few, even among 


thoſe who crucified our Saviour, treated him 
with ſuch Scurrility as this Monſter: No, his 
Style is of a Piece with his Life, baſe and ſcanda- 


lous: Nor can it be fathered on any other Per- 


ſon, for He PT all turmlelF 1 e en 
writes. ts 


A Faviſh Rabbi would take it for a ſcurvy 
Complement, to attribute the Performance to 


him; but none of them need fear it, for the 
Author of it is moſt conſpicuous, and ſhews him- 
ſelf (like the Aſs) through all Diſguiſes : What a 
- wretched Writer is this, who cannot vary his 
Style? how deſtitute of Capacity to counterfeit 
Thoughts and Language? But as he is invinci- 
biy impudent, and will undoubtedly perſiſt in 
chat falſe Aſſertion, I appeal to the whole Nation 


of - Fews, and dare him to produce one who will 


ſay, there ever was ſuch a Manuſcript handed 
about among them; and as he cannot do it, 1 
ſhall make no Scruple to throw the Lie in his 


Teeth, and call him a mean villainous and de- 


teſtable Impoſtor. 


Ir 


( 17 4 ) 


Ir Jam groffer in my Expreſſions, than ſeems 
conſiſtent with Chriſtianity, or good Manners, 


let the Provocation be conſidered: He can have 
4 no Claim to civil Treatment, who runs ſo foul a 
| Riot on Gop and Men; and as he has diveſted 
7 himſelf of all Conſideration and Reſpect of Per- 
ſons, there can be no Terms too ſevere for ſo 
2 abominable a F ellow; and to my thinking, 
there is Nothing in Language courſe enough to 
g b | deſcribe him a ſure Proof none was ever before | 
3 ſo confurnmately wicked. 


= Ina Word, this Champion of che Atheiſts b 
has proved himſelf a mercenary Scribler, im- 
pudent Impoſtor, an unfair Diſputant, falſe 
4 Quoter; vain of his ſilly Impieties, and fing- 
ing Jo triumphe before . 


I know this will, by his Favourers, be called 
7 railing not anſwering ; but as that was not my 
2 Purpoſe, I ſhall only refer him to what has al- 
ready been wrote on the Side of Chriſtianity : 
Let his Readers but peruſe him carefully, 
> they'll find he anſwers and confutes himſelf. 
But if he, or his blind Devotees cannot perceive 
it, if their Hearts are hardened, and Proof a- 


gainſt all 2 *tis a Folly to reaſon with 
them, 
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To the Magiſtrate Sede I Mie him for 


ki Anſwer, who (in Regard to the Honour of 


Gop, and the Peace of the Kingdom) will not 


ſuffer him to continue his blaſphemous Publica- | 
tions. He indeed (with that Aſſurance which 
accompanies. all he writes) has dared to claim 
the Protection of the Civil Power; and truly, 
were the Quarrel merely perſonal, between him 


and ſome Eccleſiaſticks, (as he would ſometimes 
unfairly ſuggeſt) he might have ſome Pretence 
to it; but his is a War declar'd againſt Chriſt, 
and his Kingdom; againſt all the Saints and 
Martyrs. of, the old, and good Men of the p-e- 


ſent Time; againſt Charity, Brotherly Love, 7 
Obedience, Modeſty, Temperance and Mercy, 


che diſtinguiſhing Virtues of Chriſtians, and 
can be calculated for Nothing but the Introduc- 


tion of Diſſoluteneſs and Atheiſm; for could he 


prevail in his Attempt, and laugh Chriſtianity 
out of the Land, I do not find he propoſes to 


provide a better Religion, or indeed fo much as 
any Religion at all; and in ſuch a State how 7 


fafe our Civil Policy, how ſecure our Laws, 


Lives and Properties will be, I need not ſay. In b 
_ ſhort, *tis for the Security of all Order and De- 
cency in the World, as well as for the Honour | 


of Gop, to ſuppreſs this Wretch in Time, and 
prevent his corr e unthinking . | 
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War ther Infidels have v wrote 1 ben in 
4 adifferent Manner, nor fo calculated for Vulgar 
Underſtandings. Toland and the great C----ns 
(as he is by ſome ſtyled) write in ſome Method, 
and tho? full of Artifice and Sophiſtry, yet 
with Decency and Purity of Style; but this low 
Way of burleſquing Religion is merely intended 


to gain the Liking of a Mob, who are always rea- 


dy to a. of that which makes them laugh, 


'H AVING mentioned Mr. C---1s, I cannot 


but take Notice in what Manner ol ſton treats 
him, who, in his, Affectation of Pleaſantry, 


cannot ſpare his Brethren in Infidelity : This 


ſhews, what Dependance there can be on the 
7 Friendſhip of thoſe who have caſt off the Love 


of Gop, when for the Sake of a filly Jeſt, they 


will lampoon and ridicule thoſe whom they pre- 


tend to eſteem the moſt: How impertinently is 
that Gentleman introduced in the impudent De- 
Garin and under what a quibling Appellati- 


+: He i is called Grounds forſooth, becauſe he 
once wrote a Book called, the Grounds and Rea- 


ſons of the Chriſtian Religion, &. Oh, ſtupid! 
Who does he think can come ſo far into his Jow 


Way of Thinking, as to imagine that by 


Mr. Grounds was meant Mr. C----»s : This 


is a Witticilm of the deepeſt Strain, mean- 
| | er 
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er chan a Conundrum. true . po worthy a | 


Miracles, becauſe he writes againſt Miracles. As 


a Fool and impertinent Jeſter I would only de- 


ſpiſe him, but his Wickedneſs renders him the 


"Object of a a more. {erious Regard. 


Ir 1 indeed — a long Time our great 
Reproach, chat we are more jealous of our Ci- 
vil than Religious Rights: Any Profligate may 


declaim, in a publick Coffee-Houſe, againſt 


Religion, and turn the moſt Sacred Things to 
Ridicule, with Impunity; whereas, let but a 
Word be fpoken againſt King or Government, 
and the Laws are forthwith enforced, as indeed 


they ought to be; but why ſhould we ſhew leſs 


Reſentment, when the Honour of our Gop and 


Saviour is offended, the King of * and 
Governor of Governors, | 


Fa be it from me to deſire any Hardſhips to 


fall upon a Man, becauſe he is not of my Faith; 


Jam as much an Enemy to Inquiſitions or Per- 


ſecution as any Man in the Britiſh Dominions : 


1 am for an unlimited Toleration of Chriſtians, 


| For- 
7 


the Appellati- 


Writer ſo vers d in the Profund : Yet fo fond 
is he of this execrable Joke, he hugs him- 
ſelf in the Invention, and repeats 
on *till we are quite ſick of it. Pity tis he did 
not carry the Jeſt farther, and call himſelf Mr. 
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F orbearance towards the Fews, in Hopes of 
| their Converſion; nor would I extort Impiety 
from the Atheiſt, or wheedle him into a Con- 


feſſion of his Principles, in Order to Puniſh- 


ment; No, he ſhould be left to the Judgment of 
that Go p he denies, provided he behave him- 
ſelf quietly, and give the fame Treatment he 
receives. | 


Bo the Attacks of this Man are ſo open and 


inſolent a Violation of all Order and Decency, 
ſuch a Breach of that Peace upon which So- 


ciety ſubſiſts, they juſtify (nay, abſolutely call 


for) Severities to be uſed againſt him. 


IT would be a cowardly Receding from the 


Rights of an injured People, nay a tacite Con- 
feſſion of ourſelves to be a Nation of Fools and 
Iolaters, not to make this a public k Cauſe. 
The Toleration Act, far from protecting Blaſ- 


phemers, leaves them to that Juſtice which is 


exerciſed towards them in all civiliz?d Coun- 


tries: That Act, (as I take it ) is intended 
as a charitable Indulgence to tender Conſciences, 
differing in Points of Chriſtian Faith and Wor- 
ſhip, but it can never be conſtrued to give an 
unlimited Scope to Blaſphemy, or a Sanction to 
whatever Doctrines may be broached in futuro. 


If ſo, choſe who deny a Go p or Saviour, may 
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under che Unbenge of that Act) be permit i 
ted to undermine e itlelf with Impu- 
nity. ih os * 


1 hall not defile my Paper with quoting or : | 
tranſcribing his monſtrous Impieties, I have read 
bur too much for my Patience, all he advances 


being Og, but not — 


1 romenbar: 3 when Mr. Collier wrote 


againſt the Immorality of the Stage, his Quo- 
tations were moſt miſchievous, for why Rakes 7 
and Atheiſts found therein a whole Magazine of 


Lewdneſs and Impiety, and bought up the Book, 


not for the Sake of his Reflections, but the wick- 


ed Quotations: Thoſe therefore who would glut 
themſelves with a Feaſt of Helliſn Blaſphemies, 


let them buy 7/:0itorrs deteſted Book, and, at 


their Soul's Peril, read it without. Horror : For I 


will not reprint \ what has cad made the Prefs 
too ocious. 


To take him to Pieces, and expoſe him, is 
but raking in a Dunghill, he will of Courſe ex- 
poſe bimſelf; for che higher the Monkey climbs 
Ss more he ſhews hisTail : The beſt Anſwer to 


him is to adviſe all Perſons to read him twice 


over, it being of no more Effect than to throw 


Water into the Sea; to plead Scripture to 
eons 8 . 
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an Atheiſt, or Reaſon to a Madman,who would 


therefore caſt Pearl before Swine : "a 


„ 


S In a Word, if ſuch Wretches are not filenc'd, - 
the Madneſs may become contagious; if we 
are ſo gentle to ſuffer this Man to proſecute 
his Schemes unpuniſhed, we injure our Holy 


Religion : Inquiſition is, where a Perſon's Prin- 
Ciples are ſifted and extorted from him; Perſecu- 


tion in that Caſe is moſt ungenerous; but where 


a Monſter ſhall attempt the Subverſion of a 


national Religion, and openly avow, not only a 
Diſbelief, but a Ridicule of all Faith, ſet- 
ting himſelf up for the only wiſe Man in the 
1 World, Puniſhment 1 is but — S | 


| We ſhall become a Reproach to the Refor- 


mation, and a Scandal to the whole Chriſtian 
World, if chis Man is ſuffered any longer to 
publiſh his poiſonous Tenets: And tho”, 
Mildneſs and Charity, we {pare his Life, in 
Hopes of Repentance, yet in Juſtice he ſhould | 


be ſcourged for his Inſolence; and *tis fo far 


"0 


3 


from being an Inquiſition, that 'tis highly rea- 
ſonable he mould be ſhut from the Converſation 
of Men, that his Blaf phemies be ſuppreſt, and 


2 himſelf totally be de from Pr ocecding in 
his pernicious Publications, for as he writes lite 
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a Madman, he ought to be treated accordingly ; | 


and no Doubt but proper Confinement and Dif- 


cipline may in Time bring him to his L ar 


and teach __ ar teaft more Manners. 


To my certain Mads hdg but too many | 


unwary Youth have been corrupted by his wick- 
| ed Books, One in particular, from whoſe ſober ; 
Life much was expected, but now he gives his | 


Friends as much Uneaſineſs, as before he did 
Comfort; for from a religious > Promiſing | 


young Man, he is become a Miracle of Lmpic- 7 q 


ty, and an avowed Champion in Woolſtor's and 
the Devil's Cauſe: We ought therefore to de. 


clare for GOD or the DEVIL, and either 3 
throw Chriſtianity or this Monſter from among 
us, for if his Doctrines ſhould make farther ' 3 
Progreſs, what Children and Servants muſt we : | 
expect! Should the Populace once give into it, 
wat a wretched State ſhall we be in? What I | 
Crimes and Diſorders may we not apprehend |} 
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from a reprobate Rabble, fearleſs of Go D, andy : 


prone t to all Manner of Wickedneſs. 


POSTSCRIPT) a 


POSTSCRIPT. 


TAVING only argued the civil State of 
the Queſtion, for Reaſons before aſſigned, 


thi bling no Controverſy, but a Cry for Juſtice, 


I ſhall conclude with the Voice and Sentence of 
the Law, too mild by far for ſuch Offenders. 


"HEREAS many Perſons have of late Years 
_ openly Avowed and Publiſhed many Blaſphe- 
mous and Impious Opinions, contrary to the Do- 
frines and Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
greatly tending to the-Diſhonour of Almighty God, 


and may prove deſtructive to the Peace and Wel- 


fare of this Kingdom : Wherefore for the mere ef- 


| feftual Suppreſſing of the ſaid deteſtable Crimes, 


Be it Enacted by the King's moft Excellent Ma- 
7 | Joſty, 
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jeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons 


in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, and by the 


Authority of the ſame, That if any Per ſow or Per- 
ſons, having been Educated in, or at any Time. ba- 


ving made © Profeſſion of tbe Chriſtian- Religion 
within this Realm, ſhall, by Writing, Printing, 
Teaching, or Adviſed Speaking, deny any one of 


the Perſons in the Holy Trinity to be God, or 


ſhall Aſert or Maintain there are more Gods 
| than One, or ſhall deny the Chriſtian Religion 
to be True, or the Holy Scriptures of the Old 


and New Teftament to be of Divine Authority, 
and fhall upon Indictment or Information in any 


of his Majeſty's Courts at Weſtminſter, or at 


the Aſſizes, be thereof Lawfully Convidted, by 
the Oath of Two or more Credible Witneſſes, ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons for the Firft Offence ſhall ba Ad. 


5 judged Incapable and Diſabled in Law, to all In- 
tens and Purpoſes whatſoever, to have or enjoy 
any Office or Offices, Imployment or Imployments, = 
Ecclefraftical, Civil or Military, or any Part in 


them, or any Profit or Advantage appertaining 
to them, or any of them: And if any Perſon or 


Perſons ſo Convicted, as aforeſaid, ſhall at the 
Dime of his or « their Conviction, Enjoy or Poſſe {5 


any Office, Place or Inployment, ſuch Office, 
Place or Iinployment ſhall be void, and is hereby 


Dicared aul, Aud I ſuch Perſon or Per 5 


feed 


2 27 
be a Pond Time Lawfully * as aforeſaid, 
of all or any the aforeſaid Crime or Crimes, 
That then he or they ſhall from thenceforth be Diſ- 
abled to Sue, Proſecute, Plead or Uſe any Action 
or Information in any Court of Law or Equity, or 


to be Guardian of any Child, or Executor or Ad- 


miniſtrator of any Perſon, or capable of any Le- 
gacy, or Deed of Gift, or to bear any Office, Civil 
or Military, or Benefice Ecclefiaſtical for ever 
within this Realm, and ſhall alſo fuffer Jmpii- 


= ſonment for tbe Space of Thee Pears, without 


Bail or Mainprize, Te the Ti Time of * Con- 
vici on. 
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